
Geography Progression of Discip�inary Ski��s and Know�edge

In Geography, substantive know�edge sets out the content that is to be �earned. The nationa� curricu�um and other geography
education �iterature presents this through 4 interre�ated forms: �ocationa� know�edge, p�ace know�edge, human and physica�
processes (the geography community a�so inc�udes ‘environmenta�’ as part of this) and geographica� ski��s. Discip�inary
know�edge considers how geographica� know�edge originates and is revised. It is through discip�inary know�edge that pupi�s
�earn the practices of geographers.
By the end of Ear�y Years: Chi�dren know about simi�arities and differences between themse�ves and others and among fami�ies,
communities and traditions. Chi�dren can ta�k about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments
might vary from one to another.
Key Objectives Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Objective 1
To investigate
�ocation and p�aces

To understand
geographica�
simi�arities and
differences through
studying the human and
physica� geography of a
sma�� area of the UK and
a sma�� area of a
contrasting non
European country.

To name and �ocate the
seven continents and
five oceans
To name and identify
characteristics of the
four countries and
capita� cities of the UK
and its surrounding
areas

To �ocate the wor�d's
countries, focussing on
Europe, concentrating
on environmenta�
regions, key physica�
and human
characteristics, and
major cities.
To identify position of
Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern
Hemisphere, the tropics
of Cancer and Capricorn

To understand
geographica� simi�arities
and differences through a
study of a region of UK
with a region of a
European Country
To name and �ocate
counties and cities in UK,
geographica� regions and
some topographica�
features (hi��s, mountains,
coasts, rivers)

Objective 2
To understand
physica� and human
processes

To understand seasona�
and dai�y weather
patterns in UK
To understand �ocation
of hot and co�d areas of
the wor�d in re�ation to
the Equator and North
and South po�es

To use basic
geographica� vocabu�ary
referring to key
physica� and human
features inc�uding
beach, c�iff, coast,
forest, hi��, mountain,
sea, ocean, river, soi�,
va��ey, vegetation,
season and weather.
Human: city, town,
vi��age, factory, farm,

To describe and
understand key aspects
of physica� geography:
c�imate zones, rivers,
mountains

To describe and
understand key aspects of
human geography: types
of sett�ement and �and
use



house, office, port,
harbour and shop

Objective 3
To interpret a range
of geographica�
information

To use wor�d maps,
at�ases and g�obes to
identify UK and its
countries as we�� as any
other countries studied.
To use simp�e compass
directions (NESW) and
simp�e directiona�
�anguage

To use aeria�
photographs and p�an
perspectives to
recognise �andmarks
and basic human and
physica� features;
devise a simp�e map;
and use and construct
basic symbo�s in a key

To use maps, at�ases,
g�obes, digita� mapping
to �ocate countries
studied
To use 8 points of a
compass and 4 figure
grid references

To use maps, at�ases,
g�obes, digita� mapping to
�ocate countries studied
To use 8 points of a
compass and 4 figure grid
references

Objective 4
To experience
fie�dwork

To use simp�e fie�dwork
and observationa� ski��s
to study the geography
of the schoo� and its
grounds

To study the key
features of the schoo�s
surrounding
environment

To use fie�dwork to
observe measure and
record human and
physica� features in the
�oca� area

To use fie�dwork to
observe measure and
record human and physica�
features in the �oca� area

Objective 5
To communicate
geographica��y

To devise a simp�e map
using basic symbo�s and
a key

To describe routes on a
map

To create maps using
symbo�s and keys of the
�oca� area

To create maps using
symbo�s and keys of the
�oca� area

Contexts Our Vi��age
Hot and Co�d P�aces
Seaside Study

The Northumber�and
Coast
Comparative Study –
Kenya
Seaside Study

Europe
Rivers
Map Reading

Extreme Earth
Mountains
Map reading


